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GATINEAU LOPPET RECOGNITION PROGRAMS 
 
Gatineau, February 14, 2014 – For the second year in a row, the Gatineau Loppet is pleased to 
unveil the names of the individuals who will be inducted into the Veterans Club and into the 
Legend’s Path at its traditional Worldloppet Cocktail. These recognition programs were created 
for the last edition of the Gatineau Loppet to mark the event’s 35th anniversary.  
 
LEGEND‘S PATH 
The Gatineau Loppet Legend’s Path is the name that the organization uses to designate its own 
hall of fame. With its Legend’s Path, the Gatineau Loppet wants to honour the individuals and 
organizations connected to the event that have marked it or have helped spread the word about 
the Gatineau Loppet or cross-country skiing in general.  
 
This year, the Gatineau Loppet is very proud to induct the following into the Legend’s Path: 

 Club Skinouk, which has launched countless initiatives that have greatly benefited the 
Gatineau Loppet and cross-country skiing in the Outaouais. 

 Jacques Dumont, currently vice-president, and highly involved volunteer with Club 
Skinouk since the late 1980s. 

 Pierre Trudeau and Michel Pellerin, two active volunteers who have worked tirelessly 
to bring about the Relais plein air project in Gatineau Park.  
 

These Legends will be joining Sheila Kealey, who was inducted last year as the first of the 
Legends.  
 
VETERANS CLUB 
The purpose of the Veterans Club is to recognize the participants who have taken part in at least 
35 middle or long distance Gatineau Loppet races. If anyone among us can tell the story of the 
Gatineau Loppet, it would be them. They are part of it, shaped it and have often played the key 
role in it, which is that of participant. 
 
By conferring on them the title of Veteran, the Gatineau Loppet wants to thank them for setting 
the example with their tenacity, and for their loyalty to the event.    
The following four will be honoured as Veterans:     
 

1- Claude Marchand (Chelsea QC)  
(36 Gatineau Loppet races) 

2- John Skopek (Dewith USA)  
(35 Gatineau Loppet races) 

3- Phil Shaw (Rosemère, QC)  
(35 Gatineau Loppet races) 

4- Lorne Runge (Syracuse, USA)  
(35 Gatineau Loppet races) 
 



Our new Veterans will be joining the six who were inducted last year: David Kennedy (Ottawa - 
47 races), Raymond Young (Gatineau - 46 races), Ross Mc LEAN (Perth - 42 races), Chantal 
Métivier (Gatineau - 41 races), Ronald Faltus (Pierrefonds - 37 races), Robert Faltus (Pierrefonds 
- 36 races). 
 
 
For additional information or to request an interview with any of the Legends or Veterans, 
please contact Julie Dumoulin, Communications Director, at 819-921-2646 or 
julie@simoncic.ca 
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The Gatineau Loppet is run by the Simoncic Group, an agency that specializes in event management, and 
that also manages Les Rendez-vous de la Francophonie, the Festival franco-ontarien, the Franco-Fête de 

Toronto and the St-Albert Curd Festival. 
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