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Gatineau, January 22, 2015 – For the third year in a row, the Gatineau Loppet is proud to unveil 

the names of the individuals who will be inducted into the Veterans Club and into the Legend’s 

Path. The ceremony will take place at the traditional Worldloppet Cocktail (presented by 

LeDroit), on Saturday, February 14 at precisely 4:30 p.m. This year, the Embassy of China, a new 

member of the Worldloppet circuit and candidate bidding for the 2022 Olympic Winter Games, 

will be front and centre as the host country for the evening. His Excellency Ambassador Luo 

Zhaohui will be involved in the festivities, with gifts for the 2015 Legend and the new Veteran.  

 

LEGEND’S PATH  

The Gatineau Loppet Legend’s Path is the name that the organization uses to designate its own 

hall of fame. With the Legend’s Path, the Gatineau Loppet wants to honour the individuals and 

organizations connected to the event that have marked it or have helped spread the word about 

the Gatineau Loppet or cross-country skiing in general.  

 

This year, the Gatineau Loppet is very proud to induct EVELYNE STONE into the Legend’s Path. In 

January 2000, Ms. Stone was diagnosed with non-Hodgkin lymphoma, and a year later she 

received a stem cell transplant. To help with her recovery, Evelyne decided to train for the 

10 km race in the 2002 Gatineau Loppet. She soon realized that she could turn this initiative into 

a fundraising event for LITTLE ANGELS, a charitable initiative that provides financial assistance to 

patients who recently received blood cancer treatment at the Ottawa Hospital. The funds help 

patients facing financial constraints by covering non-medical expenses such as travel, parking 

and child care. 

 

OVER THE LAST 13 YEARS, EVELYNE HAS RECRUITED A TOTAL OF 594 SKIERS, WHO HAVE COLLECTED MORE 

THAN $252,000 FOR THE LITTLE ANGELS FUND. 

 

Ms. Stone will be inducted as the Gatineau Loppet Legend, and as such will join the ranks of 

Sheila Kealey, the Club Skinouk, Jacques Dumont, Pierre Trudeau and Michel Pellerin.  

 

 

 

 

 



VETERANS CLUB  

The purpose of the Veterans Club is to recognize the participants who have taken part in at least 

35 middle or long distance Gatineau Loppet races. If anyone among us can tell the story of the 

Gatineau Loppet, it would be them. They are part of it and have often played the key role in it, 

which is that of participant. 

 

By conferring on them the status of Veteran, the Gatineau Loppet wants to thank them for 

setting the example with their tenacity, and for their loyalty to the event.    

The following loyal individual will receive this year’s title of Gatineau Loppet Veteran:     

 Ed Cottell (Nepean ON)  

 (35 Gatineau Loppet races) 

 

Our new Veteran will be joining the other members of the Veterans Club who were recognized 

last year: David Kennedy (Ottawa - 49 races), Raymond Young (Gatineau - 48 races), Chantal 

Métivier (Gatineau - 43 races), Ross Mc LEAN (Perth - 42 races), , Ronald Faltus (Pierrefonds - 

38 races), Phil Shaw (Rosemère - 38 races) Robert Faltus (Pierrefonds - 37 races), John Skopek 

(Dewith - 36 races) Claude Marchand (Chelsea - 35 races) and Lorne Runge (Syracuse - 35 

races). 

 

It is important to remember that these recognition programs started during the 2013 edition of 

the Gatineau Loppet in commemoration of the event’s 35th anniversary. For additional 

information or to request an interview with any of the Legends or Veterans, please contact 

Julie Dumoulin, Communications Director, at 819-921-2646 or julie@simoncic.ca 
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The Gatineau Loppet is run by the Simoncic Group, an agency that specializes in event management, and 
that also manages Les Rendez-vous de la Francophonie, the Festival Franco-Ontarien, the Franco-Fête de 

Toronto and the St-Albert Curd Festival. 
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