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A beautiful program for this year Gatineau Loppet and Winterlude! 
 

Ottawa, December 16, 2013 - The organizing committee of the Gatineau Loppet is pleased that 
the cross-country skiing season has already started in the Gatineau Park and is very excited to 
see the arrival of many skiers in the region to celebrate the 36th edition of the event. The 
biggest cross-country skiing event in Canada will take place from February 14th to 16th,2014 and 
the Gatineau Loppet is very happy to be part again this year in the beautiful Winterlude 
program. 
 
For its 36th edition, the Gatineau Loppet will once again feature eight races for every level of 
skier. The Saturday will be dedicated to the classic style, with the 5 km Metro News, 15 km BFL 
Canada, 27 km Otto’s BMW Ottawa and the 51 km linear race, which this year will start at P17 in 
Wakefield. Gatineau Loppet President Yan Michaud points out that “the linear race was a 
tremendous success last year, and is eagerly awaited again this year.” On the Sunday, February 
16, there will be the freestyle mini Sport Échange Outaouais (2 km), 10 km, 27 km and 51 km 
Polar. This year once again, the Gatineau Loppet is innovating and featuring new courses, but 
this time, it is also bringing in snowshoes to round out the winter experience for outdoor buffs. 
There will be three courses for the first time this year: 2.5 km (initiation), 5 km (presented by 
raquettes GV) and 10 km (presented by Atlas).  
 
Cross-country skiers still have the chance to take advantage of the lower registration fees. There 
will be various promotions until December 15, 2013, and fees will rise starting on January 15, 
2014.  
 
Note that the event is on the calendar of the prestigious International Federation 
“Worldloppet”, which includes the 16 most important events of long distance cross-country 
skiing around the world. This sporting event held each year more than 2,000 skiers from some 
twenty countries. For the 36th edition, Pierre Lavoie will be the Honorary President of the 
Gatineau Loppet and will participate in two races during the weekend. 
 
For more information, visit the Gatineau Loppet website at www.gatineauloppet.com. 

 
 
 
 
 

In partnership with Winterlude  
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The Gatineau Loppet is managed by Groupe Simoncic, an events management firm that also runs the Rendez-vous de 
la Francophonie, the Festival Franco-ontarien, the Franco-Fête de Toronto and the Festival de la Curd. 
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