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PRESS CONFERENCE  
« The Gatineau Loppet announces its Honorary President » 

 
 
Gatineau, January 15th, 2013 – In exactly one month, from February 15th to 17th, 2013, the  

start of the Gatineau Loppet, the largest cross-country ski event in Canada, will be given. It’s in a 

festive spirit that the organizing committee unveiled today a few surprises for the 35th edition! 

 
A very special guest 

The President of the Gatineau Loppet, Mr. Yan Michaud, said he was "extremely pleased to 

announce Tara Whitten as Honorary President of the event." The 32-years-old athlete made her 

mark in cross-country skiing with her silver medal at the 2003 Under-23 World Championships, 

by winning the Gatineau Loppet’s 50 km freestyle in 2004 and also for competed as a member 

of Team Canada, in the 2005 Senior World Championships. In 2008, she exclusively devoted 

herself to cycling, where she was crowned Omnium World Champion on the track in 2010-2011 

and also won the bronze medal at the 2012 London Olympics in team pursuit. The young 

woman, native of Edmonton, is "delighted to reconnect with cross-country skiing for the 35th 

anniversary of the event." She will participate in the 55 km classic on Saturday and also in the 10 

km freestyle on Sunday: “Come and ski with me on February 16th and 17th, 2013 at the Gatineau 

Loppet!”.   

 
New linear courses 

The Organizing Committee wishes to remind all skiers that for the 35th anniversary of the 

Gatineau Loppet, two new linear courses of 55 and 38 km classic starting from Philippe Lake will 

be inaugurated. Participants of these two races will have the opportunity to ski for the first time 

through the beautiful scenery of three municipalities; La Pêche, Chelsea and Gatineau.  

 

Hall of Fame 

As a legacy for the 35th anniversary of the Gatineau Loppet, the "Trail of Legends" Hall of Fame 

will be inaugurated. The organizing committee wishes to honor individuals or organizations that 

have marked the event or contributed significantly to the development of cross-country skiing. 

The first member of the "Gatineau Loppet Trail of Legends" will be presented during the Ice 

Worldoppet Cocktail hold February 16th at Mont Bleu High School. 

 

 

 

 



 

For more information, visit our website at gatineauloppet.com. 
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The Gatineau Loppet is managed by Groupe Simoncic, an events management firm that also runs 
the Rendez-vous de la Francophonie, the Festival franco-ontarien, the Franco-Fête de Toronto, 

the St Albert Festival de la Curd and the 2013 World Scout Moot. 
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